
SAINT GEORGE’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
MILFORD, MICHIGAN

God Loves You.

No Exceptions!

Prelude Elevation: Tierce in the Tenor, from Mass for the Convents Francois Couperin
Public Domain

The Word of God

Opening Hymn LEVAS II  #178 Sweet Hour of Prayer Public Domain

1. Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer,
That calls me from a world of care,
And bids me at my Father’s throne
Make all my wants and wishes known.
In seasons of distress and grief
My soul has often found relief.
And oft escaped the tempter’s snare
By thy return, sweet hour of prayer.
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2. Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer,
Thy wings shall my petition bear
To Him whose truth and faithfulness
Engage the waiting soul to bless;
And since He bids me seek His face,
Believe His word and trust His grace.
I’ll cast on Him my ev’ry care,
And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer.

3. Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer,
May I thy consolation share,
Till from Mount Pisgah’s lofty height
I view my home and take my �ight:
This robe of �esh I’ll drop, and rise
To seize the everlasting prize.
And shout, while passing through the air,
“Farewell, farewell, sweet hour of prayer!”

Opening Acclamation BCP 323

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.

Collect for Purity

The Celebrant says

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Song of Praise Canticle 13: Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers Hymnal 1982, #S 236
Music - John Rutter  ©1985 Oxford University Press

Podcast with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-723589. All rights reserved.

1. Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers;
you are worthy of praise; glory to you.

2. Glory to you for the
radiance of your holy Name;
we will praise you and
highly exalt you for ever.
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3. Glory to you in the splendor of your temple;
on the throne of you majesty, glory to you.

4. Glory to you, seated between the cherubim;
we will praise you and
highly exalt you for ever.

5. Glory to you, beholding the depths;
in the hight vault of heaven,
glory to you.

6. Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;
we will praise you and
highly exalt you for ever.

Collect of the Day BCP 357
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

The Celebrant says the Collect BCP 234

O God, you declare your almighty power chie�y in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the
fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of
your heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons

First Lesson | Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22
Reader A reading from the Book of Esther, the 7th chapter,

beginning with the �rst verse

The king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they
were drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen
Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my
kingdom, it shall be ful�lled.” Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your favor,
O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me-- that is my petition-- and the
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lives of my people--that is my request. For we have been sold, I and my people, to be
destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men

and women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy can compensate for this
damage to the king.” Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and
where is he, who has presumed to do this?” Esther said, “A foe and enemy, this wicked
Haman!” Then Haman was terri�ed before the king and the queen.

Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very
gallows that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at
Haman's house, �fty cubits high.” And the king said, “Hang him on that.” So they
hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of
the king abated.

Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the
provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them that they should keep
the fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the �fteenth day of the same month,
year by year, as the days on which the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the
month that had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning
into a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for
sending gifts of food to one another and presents to the poor.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalter | Psalm 124 tune is Hymnal 1982 #149 & #404.
Presbyterian Hymnal. 1990   #236  words from 1912, music from 1551 Public Domain

Reader The Psalm appointed for today is Psalm 124.
It will be sung to the Old 124th Psalm Tune as printed in the bulletin.
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Seasonal Re�ection

Epistle | James 5:13-20
Reader A Lesson from the Letter of James, the �fth chapter,

beginning at the thirteenth verse

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs
of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have
them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith
will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will
be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that
you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a
human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and
six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and
the earth yielded its harvest.

My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back
by another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save
the sinner's soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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Gradual Hymn Hymnal 1982 #552 Fight the good fight with all thy might
(Sts. 2-3, Gospel, St. 3-4)          Public Domain
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The Gospel | Mark 9:38-50

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Mark.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Mark John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name,
and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not
stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward
to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever
gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means
lose the reward.

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it
would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were
thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it o�; it is better for you to
enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable �re.
And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it o�; it is better for you to enter life lame
than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to
stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than
to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the �re
is never quenched.

“For everyone will be salted with �re. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how
can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

Reader The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Gradual Hymn Concludes

Re�ection

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
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true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was cruci�ed under Pontius Pilate;
he su�ered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glori�ed.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People BCP 383

Deacon or other leader

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live
together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. We pray especially for Justin,
Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Bonnie, our Bishop, and St.
George’s lay leaders. In our Diocese, we pray for Divine Grace, Mosovi, Dominican
Republic; Canterbury House/U of M, Ann Arbor; and St. Peter’s, Dominican Republic.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
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Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that
we may honor one another and serve the common good.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources
rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in
them, and love one another as he loves us.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who su�er in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope
in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.  Especially those on our prayer
list.
Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be ful�lled; and
we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

For Sharon Anderson, Joan Basil, Dave Brown, Melissa Carstens, Suzanne Cook,
Reverend George Davinion, John Edwards, Josephine Ropeta Foster, Annie Fuller, Maya
Gangadharan, Carolyn Godwin, Judy Golden, Glenn Grimm, Mike Leak & Pam Harding,
Robert Hutton, Robert Kachman, Sandy Kadar, Raymond Komonsinski, Carolynn Mallia,
Kim McIntosh, Carl McKee, Jamie O’Brien, Ruth Paxton, D’Anna Potter, Jessica Rouleau,
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Sandy Scott, Je� Smith, Madison Smith, Judi VanAssche, Mike Walbridge and Shirley
Zeliasko. We pray for those in the military; Ben Boyce, Adam Dyderski, David Fuller,
Adam Sears, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, in your  mercy.
Hear our prayer.

In Thanksgiving for those celebrating birthdays this week, especially for Issac Raiendran,
Joyce Spletzer, Beth McCauley, Dave Volker, and Matthew Bergin.

Silence

Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

In communion of Mary the God-bearer, George and all the saints, let us commend
ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. BCP 394-5

Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who now
live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus
Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen.

O�ertory Sentence

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty. For
everything in heaven and on earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom, and you are
exalted as head over all.  1 Chronicles 29:11

In this time when no physical o�ering is collected, it is still essential that we remember the importance of good

stewardship to support the mission and ministry of our parish. The best way to do that right now is through our online

giving platform, Tithe.ly (https://tithe.ly/give?c=56908) or to simply give by texting GIVE to 833-348-0395. You can

also take a moment now to write out your check to mail to our treasurer if these electronic means don't work for you.

O�ertory Anthem In the bulb there is a flower Natalie Sleeth
Words and Music - ©1986 Hope Publishing Company

Podcast with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-723589.  All rights reserved.
The Choir [MHSO #86]
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Act of Reception

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your
blessed Body and Blood are o�ered this day, I long to o�er you praise and thanksgiving, for
creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death,
and resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory.
I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time
receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart.  I unite myself with you and
embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind.  Let nothing separate me from you;
let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious kingdom and
unending peace.  Amen.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.
.

Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my wisdom and
guide me in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of your holiness; and,
in the power of your gracious might, rule over every hostile power that threatens or
disturbs the growth of your kingdom, who with the Father and the Holy Spirit, live and
reign, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen.
And may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep my heart and mind in the
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ my Lord; and the blessing of God
Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with me now and always.  Amen.  

The Peace
Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord

with touch free(because of Covid 19) signs and gestures of peace.

Closing Hymn Hymnal 1982  #347 (Tune: Hymnal #718, God of our fathers) Go forth for God

Words  - John Raphael Peacey ©1975, 1984 Hope Publishing Company

1. Go forth for God, go to the world in peace;
be of good courage, armed with heavenly grace,
in God's good Spirit daily to increase,
till in the kingdom we behold his face.
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2. Go forth for God, go to the world in love;
strengthen the faint, give courage to the weak;
help the afflicted; richly from above
God's love supplies the grace and power we seek.

3. Go forth for God, go to the world in strength;
hold fast the good, be urgent for the right;
render to no one evil; Christ at length
shall overcome all darkness with his light.

4. Go forth for God, go to the world in joy,
to serve God's people every day and hour,
and serving Christ, your every gift employ,
rejoicing in the Holy Spirit's power.

The Dismissal
The Deacon, or the Celebrant, may dismiss the people with these words

Celebrant Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Postlude Dialogue sur les grands jeux, from Suite on the First Tone

Louis-Nicolas Clerambault Public Domain

All musical selections reprinted with permission of ritesong, unless otherwise noted.  All scripture passages
are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  All rights reserved.
Used with permission.
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Announcements
★ Choir Rehearsals: Choir rehearsals are held on Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in the

Parish Hall. All are welcome! For more information call Mr. Potter at 248.835.7347 or
by email at music@stgeorgesmilford.org.

★ Altar Guild is in need of Volunteers: If you have an interest in joining the Altar
Guild, please give Caryl VanderRoest a call at 248.506.6819. Joining will involve only
one weekend a month.

★ Rev Daniel Lawson will o�ciate both the 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. services on Sunday,
October 10, 2021

★ Parish Cleanup / Fix-Up: A big THANK YOU to all who participated! Your e�orts
made a huge di�erence in keeping our grounds and building ready to serve God. A
special thank you to Rev Graham for coordinating this e�ort!

★ Alpha Opportunity - You're Invited! St. George's Episcopal Church, MIlford, Fall
2021. Please contact Deb Sawyer 248.221.8930 or Dave Dickey 248.410.0975 for more
information.

★ Trip to Eastern Market: What a great way to welcome Fall with a trip to Eastern
Market in Detroit. We will carpool (I will ride with Joyce) and Joyce Spletzer will be
our guide. We will also have lunch. Tuesday October 5, 2021, 10 a.m. If it rains the
backup date is October 12, 2021. We hope that you will join us! Please RSVP to Joyce
248.980.2429

★ Crossroads: Our Crossroads commitment for feeding those in need is Sunday
October 17, 2021. During Covid 19 we will be serving carry out meals only at the door
between the hours of 11:00 am to 2: PM. They are requesting we make meals to feed
350 people. Hours needed will be 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM. In order for me to plan our
menu, I need a �rm commitment of how many volunteers I will have on that day.
Crossroads is asking for 15 to 18 people to make this happen. I believe we could do it
with less (maybe 12) as we have done this many times. If we don't get a reasonable
number of volunteers, I might have to purchase Subway sandwiches and supplement
sides that are quick to bag and not require cooking. Also this year due to the
necessary changes and smaller numbers of clients, I would like to do possibly a meat
sauce pasta or meatballs with coleslaw, orange or fruit cup and some kind of dessert.
I am open to suggestions as to what would be easy to make and assemble! Please let
me know by Friday, September 24 if you can help.
○ After many years of being the coordinator of this wonderful ministry I �nd it

necessary to step down. If St George's decides to carry on this ministry I have
notes and a �le to help the next coordinator for many ideas. My phone is
248-684-6586 and email is sandylscott@comcast.net.
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★ Crochet for a Cause: Meeting the �rst and third Wednesday of each month at 1 p.m.
in the Parish Hall. All are welcome! You do not need to know how to crochet. We
need your used plastic grocery bags!

★ St. John's, Detroit: Trash to Treasure Sale Sep 25: 10am - 3pm, Sept 26: 8:30am - 12pm
St. John's Church, Detroit

★ Episcopal Relief Fund to bene�t hurricane victims: On Sunday, August 29, sixteen
years after Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast, Hurricane Ida made landfall in the
same region. This Category 4 storm brought �ooding and damaging winds that
caused a loss of water to hundreds of thousands and a loss of electricity to over 1
million people. Episcopal Relief & Development is working closely with the Diocese
of Louisiana and other regional partners in what will be a long-term response. Your
generous gift will help alleviate su�ering for the most vulnerable residents impacted
by Hurricane Ida.

Donate Directly to the Episcopal Relief and Development Fund
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-you-can-do/give/donate-now/individual-donat
ion/

Donate Through Realm (St. George's Giving Platform)
https://onrealm.org/StGeorgesEpisco73723/give/HelpERDF
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