
SAINT GEORGE’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
MILFORD, MICHIGAN

God Loves You.
No Exceptions!

The Word of God: Advent, Year C

Advent Opening: All stand, as able.
Celebrant In quietness and darkness, in peace and confusion,

Jesus Christ wants to make his home and meet his friends.
We welcome him to our worship by lighting
one Candle of our wreath this morning.

Minister Christ is the light of life:
Response He is the hope for the world.

Celebrant In him there is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither Catholic nor Protestant:
Response All are one in Jesus Christ.
Minister He is the light of life:
Response He is the hope for the world.

Celebrant In him there is neither black nor white, neither north nor south:
Response All are one in Jesus Christ.
Minister He is the light of life:
Response He is the hope for the world.
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Celebrant In him there is neither male nor female, neither master nor servant:
Response All are one in Jesus Christ.
Minister He is the light of life:
Response He is the hope for the world.

Celebrant In him there is neither rich nor poor, neither middle class
nor working class:

Response All are one in Jesus Christ.
Minister He is the light of life:
Response He is the hope for the world.

Celebrant Let us pray. Silence.

Come, thou Holy One, as the morning light breaks after a watchful night! Keep us
mindful that at any moment, thou might ask of us an accounting of our lives. Help
us to love thee and to love one another, in all that we do; and so clothe us with thy
light, that we may bring others to love thee as they watch with us for thy coming;
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

All may be seated for
Parish Announcements, in brief See pages 13 & 14 in this bulletin

Please stand as we continue with the
Advent Acclamation

Celebrant Blessed art thou, Holy and Living God:
People You come to thy people and set them free.

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Song of Praise:  The Song of Zechariah, said by all BCP 50

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, *
for he hath visited and redeemed his people;

And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us *
in the house of his servant David,

As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, *
which have been since the world began:
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That we should be saved from our enemies, *
and from the hand of all that hate us;

To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers, *
and to remember his holy covenant;

To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather Abraham, *
that he would give us,

That we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies *
might serve him without fear,

In holiness and righteousness before him, *
all the days of our life.

And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest, *
for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways;

To give knowledge of salvation unto his people *
for the remission of their sins,

Through the tender mercy of our God, *
whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us;

To give light to them that sit in darkness
and in the shadow of death, *

and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and
put upon us the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which thy Son
Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall
come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, we may
rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the
Holy Ghost, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons|Jeremiah 33:14-16

Reader A reading from the book of Jeremiah, chapter 33,
beginning at the 14th verse.
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The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause
a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live
in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our
righteousness.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalter | Psalm 25:1-9, Ad te, Domine, levavi  (Coverdale Psalter)

1 Unto thee, O LORD, will I lift up my soul; my God, I have put my trust in thee: *
O let me not be confounded, neither let mine enemies triumph over me.

2 For all they that hope in thee shall not be ashamed; *
but such as transgress without a cause shall be put to confusion.

3 Show me thy ways, O LORD, *
and teach me thy paths.

4 Lead me forth in thy truth, and learn me: *
for thou art the God of my salvation;
in thee hath been my hope all the day long.

5 Call to remembrance, O LORD, thy tender mercies, *
and thy loving-kindnesses, which have been ever of old.

6 O remember not the sins and offences of my youth; *
but according to thy mercy think thou upon me, O LORD, for thy goodness.

7 Gracious and righteous is the LORD; *
therefore, will he teach sinners in the way.

8 Them that are meek shall he guide in judgment; *
and such as are gentle, them shall he learn his way.

9 All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth, *
unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonies.

The Epistle | 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Reader A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians,

chapter 3, beginning at the 9th verse.

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before
our God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you
face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.
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Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you.
And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all,
just as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness
that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord
Jesus with all his saints.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The Gospel | Luke 21:25-36

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of
the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud'
with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is
near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a
trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all
times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Susan Anslow Williams

The Nicene Creed BCP 327

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and invisible;
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of his Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father;
by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven,
and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,
and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried;
and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures,
and ascended into  heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father;
and he shall come again, with glory,
to judge both the quick and the dead;
whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Ghost the Lord, and Giver of Life,
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son;
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified;
who spake by the Prophets;
and I believe one holy Catholic and Apostolic Church;
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins;
and I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.  Amen.

The Prayers of the People BCP 328

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church and the world. Please take a posture
of prayer that is comfortable for you.

Almighty and everliving God, who in thy holy Word hast taught us to make prayers,
and supplications, and to give thanks for all people: receive these our prayers which
we offer unto thy divine Majesty, beseeching thee to inspire continually the Universal
Church with the spirit of truth, unity and concord; and grant that all who do confess
thy holy Name may agree in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly
love; remembering especially Michael our Presiding Bishop, Bonnie our Bishop, and
Susan our priest.

And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace, and especially to this congregation here
present, remembering our Vestry, Wardens and Search committees in this time of
Transition; and for the congregations of St. Katherine’s, Williamston; St. Mary’s
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in-the-Hills, Lake Orion; and St. Titus’, Jimani, DR; that, with meek heart and due
reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word, truly serving thee in holiness and
righteousness all the days of their life.

We beseech thee also so to rule the hearts of those who bear the authority of
government in this and every land, especially Joe our President and Gretchen our
Governor; that they may be led to wise decisions and right actions for the welfare and
peace of the world.

Open, O Lord, the eyes of all people to behold thy gracious hand in all thy works, that,
rejoicing in thy whole creation, they may honor thee with their substance, and be
faithful stewards of thy bounty. We pray for this congregation in our time of transition,
that we may be genuine in our self-reflection, tireless in our commitment, patient in
our discernment, loving in our communion, open in our search, imaginative about our
future, and daring in our faith.

And we most humbly beseech thee, of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and succor all
those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other
adversity; especially those on our prayer list: Sharon Anderson, Joan Basil, Dave
Brown, Melissa Carstens, Reverend George Davinion, Josephine Ropeta Foster,
Carolyn Godwin, Judy Golden, Glenn Grimm, Pam Harding, Robert Hutton, Robert
Kachman, Sandy Kadar, Raymond Komonsinski, Liz LaMoreaux, John Lanning, Mike
Leak, Carolynn Mallia, Kim McIntosh, Jay McNeil, Jamie O’Brien, Ruth Paxton, Jessica
Rouleau, Lisa Skiven, Jeff Smith, Madison Smith, Judi VanAssche, Mike Walbridge,
George Westenbarger, Rick Wise, and Shirley Zeliasko; and those in the military: Ben
Boyce, Adam Dyderski, David Fuller, Adam Sears.

We give thanks with those celebrating birthdays this week, especially Mary Lou
Johnstone. And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in
thy faith and fear; beseeching thee to grant them continual growth in thy love and
service; and to grant us grace so to follow the good examples of the ever-blessed Virgin
Mary the God-bearer; blessed George our patron; and all thy saints, that with them we
may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.

Grant these our prayers, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only Mediator and
Advocate. Amen.

The Confession of Sin BCP 331
The Deacon or Celebrant says
Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God.

Silence may be kept.
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Minister and People
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against thee
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved thee with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of thy Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in thy will, and walk in thy ways,
to the glory of thy Name. Amen.

The Priest stands and says

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness
of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him, have
mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen
you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Words of Comfort from Scripture may be added by the priest BCP 332

The Peace BCP 332
Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And with thy spirit.

The Ministers and People may safely greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Holy Communion
Offertory Sentence

Celebrant Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name;
bring offerings and come into his courts. Psalm 96:8

Offerings placed in the collection basin may be brought forward. If not attending in person, it is
still essential that we remember the importance of good stewardship to support the mission and
ministry of our parish. The best way to do that right now is through our online giving platform,
Realm, accessible through our website. You can also take a moment now to write out your check
to mail to our treasurer if these electronic means don't work for you.

Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord;
People And of thy own have we given thee.
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The Great Thanksgiving:  Eucharistic Prayer II BCP 340

The people stand as able. The Celebrant faces them and says

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them up unto the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God.
People It is meet and right so to do.
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all
places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God: Because
thou didst send thy beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs
in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to
judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud
and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

Celebrant and People
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts:
Heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High.
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people may kneel or stand, as able. The Celebrant continues

All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and
didst make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son
Jesus Christ to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our
redemption. He made there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did
institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that
his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given
thanks to thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
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Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which
is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink
it, in remembrance of me.”

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with
these thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath
commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious
death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming
again with power and great glory.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word
and Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be
unto us the Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls
and bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may
worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be
filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole
Church may be made one body with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him;
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord;

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and
glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. Silence follows.

God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us.
Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.
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The People may join in saying this Prayer of Humble Access

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table.
But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh
of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood,
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

The Celebrant invites all to the Communion table, saying
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

Holy Communion is offered in one kind, the blessed wafers; the Minister saying

The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life.

The Act of Reception

Those viewing the liturgy from home are invited to pray the Act of Reception to receive
sacramental grace while those assembled receive Communion. 

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where
your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, I long to offer you praise and
thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for
us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory.
I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this
time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart.  I unite myself with you
and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind.  Let nothing separate me
from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious
kingdom and unending peace. 
.

Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my wisdom
and guide me in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of your
holiness; and, in the power of your gracious might, rule over every hostile power that
threatens or disturbs the growth of your kingdom, who with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, live and reign, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen.

Post Communion Prayer BCP 339
After Communion, the Celebrant says

Let us pray.
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Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee
for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries,
with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood
of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us;
and that we are very members incorporate
in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people;
and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom.
And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace,
that we may continue in that holy fellowship,
and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost,
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

Advent Blessing

May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before
your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.

The Dismissal

Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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Announcements

Upcoming Events

★ Collection Day – Vista Maria Stocking Stuffers, next Saturday

Have you ever wondered how you can help with the tragic problem of Human
Trafficking, abuse and neglect? This exploitation of girls and boys affects everyone,
sadly even in our own communities (just ask any teacher, law enforcement officer, or
counselor).

On Saturday, Dec. 4, members of St. George’s and the surrounding communities will
host a Collection Day, right here at the church. Suggestions of the items we are
collecting (if you see something on sale, or at the Dollar Store, etc.) are body wash
and lotions, toothbrushes/toothpaste, fuzzy socks, journals (not spiral bound), lip
gloss, coloring books, colored pencils, crayons, glitter gel pens, age appropriate
board games, playing card games (Uno, etc), and craft kits (stickers, jewelry, etc). We
will deliver the items to Vista Maria in early December. Feel free to drop off
donations to the Parish Office in advance or on Dec. 4. Contact Caroline Liebau
734.560.5955 or Lynn at the office.

Volunteer at St. George’s

★ Stewardship Update:

Please return pledge cards and surveys, either by mail or at the Parish Office
(drop off in basket near door), BY NOV. 30.

★ More Holiday Outreach:

We will be reaching out to these local community organizations providing extra
support for families this Advent/Christmas season.

★ Mitten Tree Donations:

Our annual Mitten Tree is up in the Parish Hall collecting Hats, Mittens, Scarves and
other cold weather clothing for a local ministry.

★ Community Sharing Pantry:

We will continue donating to the Community Sharing pantry. You may drop
off donations at St. George’s.
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★ Wanted Volunteer Eucharistic Minister / Lector / Tech Support Coordinator:

Do you have what it takes to keep track of who is scheduled? Would you like to
prepare and post the schedule? Do some recruiting? We need your support!  Let one
of our Wardens know your interest or reach out to Lynn in the Parish Office.

★ Crochet for a Cause:  Dec. 1
Meets the first and third Wednesday of each month at 1 pm in the Parish Hall.
Supplies and easy instructions will be provided to anyone joining us!

★ ECW is restarting:

This longtime Women’s Church Group is restarting! If you are interested, please
contact Sheila Shuler at 248.684.5854.

★ Wanted: Altar Guild Members:

If you have an interest in joining this very important and deeply meaningful
ministry of preparing the Altar with its rich symbolism for our Sunday and special
services, please give Caryl VanderRoest a call - 248.506.6819. Joining will involve
only one weekend a month.

★ Wanted:  Choir Volunteers.  Join us for the great music of Advent and Christmas!

Choir rehearsals have resumed every Thursday at 6:45 PM in the Parish Hall.
New high school and adult singers are welcome at every rehearsal. We give on
the job training! The choir sings at the Sunday 10:00 and special Services. For
more information call Mr. Potter at 248.835.7347 or  send him an email at
music@stgeorgesmilford.org.
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