
SAINT GEORGE’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH
MILFORD, MICHIGAN

God Loves You.
No Exceptions!

The Word of God: Advent, Year C

Prelude Of the Father’s Love Begotten H-82, #82
Music -11th C. Sanctus, Organ Arr. Wilbur Held ©1970 Concordia Publishing House

Podcast with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-723589. All rights Reserved.

Welcome and Announcements

Processional Hymn #59 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding Public Domain     H-82

1. Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding. "Christ is nigh," it seems to say;
"Cast away the works of darkness, O ye children of the day."

2. Wakened by the solemn warning, from earth's bondage let us rise;
Christ, our sun, all sloth dispelling, shines upon the morning skies.

3. Lo! the Lamb, so long expected, comes with pardon down from heaven;
let us haste, with tears of sorrow, one and all to be forgiven;
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4. so when next he comes with glory, and the world is wrapped in fear,
may he with his mercy shield us, and with words of love draw near.

5. Honor, glory, might, and blessing to the Father and the Son,
with the everlasting Spirit, while unending ages run.

Advent Opening:

Celebrant Blessed are you, holy and living God.
People You come to your people and set them free.
Celebrant In quietness and darkness, in peace and confusion,

Jesus Christ wants to make his home and meet his friends.
We welcome him to our worship by lighting
one Candle of our wreath this morning.

Minister He is the light of life:
Response He is the hope for the world.

Celebrant In him there is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither Catholic nor Protestant:
Response All are one in Jesus Christ.
Minister He is the light of life:
Response He is the hope for the world.

Celebrant In him there is neither black nor white, neither north nor south:
Response All are one in Jesus Christ.
Minister He is the light of life:
Response He is the hope for the world.

Celebrant In him there is neither male nor female, neither master nor servant:
Response All are one in Jesus Christ.
Minister He is the light of life:
Response He is the hope for the world.

Celebrant In him there is neither rich nor poor, neither middle class
nor working class:

Response All are one in Jesus Christ.
Minister He is the light of life:
Response He is the hope for the world.

Celebrant Let us pray. Silence.
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Come, O Holy One, as the morning light breaks after a watchful night! Keep us
mindful that at any moment, you may ask of us an accounting of our lives. Help us
to love you and to love one another, in all we do; and so clothe us with your light,
that we may bring others to love you as they watch with us for your coming;
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Song of Praise: Veni, Emmanuel #56 vs 1,2 H-82
Words - ©1940 Church Publishing, Inc.

Music – Accomp. Richard T. Proulx ©1975 GIA Publications, Inc.
Reprint & podcast with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-723589. All rights Reserved.

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,  and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here  until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

2   O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who orderest all things mightily;
to us the path of knowledge show,  and teach us in her ways to go.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!

Collect of the Day BCP 357

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of
light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to
judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

First Lesson | Jeremiah 33:14-16

Reader A reading from the book of Jeremiah, chapter 33,
beginning at the 14th verse.

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in
the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the
name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.
People Thanks be to God.
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Psalter | Psalm 25:1-9, sung to simplified Anglican chant
Refrain:

Chant:

Refrain
A 1  To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;  my God, I put my trust in you; *

let me not be humiliated,  nor let my enemies triumph over me.
B 2 Let none who look to you be put to shame; *

let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes.
A 3 Show me your ways, O Lord, *

and teach me your paths.
B 4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, *

for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day long. Refrain

A 5 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, *
for they are from ever-lasting.

B 6 Remember not the sins of my youth and my trans-gressions; *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord.

A 7 Gracious and upright is the Lord; *
therefore he teaches sinners in his way.

B 8 He guides the humble in doing right *
and teaches his way to the lowly.

B 9 All the paths of the Lord are love and faithfulness *
to those who keep his covenant and his testimonies. Refrain

Music -Chant tone for Psalms, Robert Knox Kennedy ©1979 GIA Publications, Inc.
Printed & Podcast with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-723589.

All rights Reserved.
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The Epistle | 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

Reader A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians,
chapter 3, beginning at the 9th verse.

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our
God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to
face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.

Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may
the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we
abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be
blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.
People Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn Wait for the Lord Jacques Berthier
Words and Music - ©1984, Les Presses de Taizé (North America)

Printed & Podcast with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-723589.
All rights Reserved.

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord:  keep watch, take heart.

The Gospel | Luke 21:25-36

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of
the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud'
with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up
and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is
near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
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“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a
trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all
times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will
take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sequence Hymn resumes: Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord:  keep watch, take heart.

The Sermon The Rev. Susan Anslow Williams

The Nicene Creed All standing, as able

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Advent Prayers of the People

Celebrant As we offer our prayers for the Church, the world, and those we love, please
take a posture of prayer that is comfortable for you.

Minister
Signs of Christ’s coming are all around us. Let us pray to God for the grace to watch,
to prepare, and to rejoice in his salvation, saying, Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer.

We pray for the Church throughout the world; especially for Michael our Presiding
Bishop, and Bonnie our Bishop; for Susan our priest and for our Vestry and all those
called to serve in particular ministries. We pray for the clergy and people of St.
Katherine’s, Williamston; St. Mary’s in-the-Hills, Lake Orion; and St. Titus’, Jimani, DR;
that in our diverse vocations, we may glorify you, O God. – Silence–

Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer.

We pray for our nation, and all the nations of the world, especially Joe our President
and Gretchen our Governor; for the Congress and the Supreme Court; for members of
our armed forces, especially Ben Boyce, Adam Dyderski, David Fuller, and Adam
Sears; and all those who work for justice, freedom and peace. Protect and encourage
them to do your will.  -Silence–

Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer.

We pray for the sick, the lonely, the overworked and those who cannot find work.
Send upon them the power of your Holy Spirit, that they may experience healing, and
abound in hope. We pray those we love who are ill: Sharon Anderson, Joan Basil, Dave
Brown, Melissa Carstens, Reverend George Davinion, Josephine Ropeta Foster,
Carolyn Godwin, Judy Golden, Glenn Grimm, Pam Harding, Robert Hutton, Robert
Kachman, Sandy Kadar, Raymond Komonsinski, Liz LaMoreaux, John Lanning, Mike
Leak, Carolynn Mallia, Kim McIntosh, Jay McNeil, Jamie O’Brien, Ruth Paxton, Jessica
Rouleau, Lisa Skiven, Jeff Smith, Madison Smith, Judi VanAssche, Mike Walbridge,
George Westenbarger, Rick Wise, and Shirley Zeliasko. And those others we would
like to name at this time.   -Silence–

Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer.

We pray for this community: for our neighbors and friends, and for the poor and needy
in our midst. Bless the agencies who care for them, especially Community Sharing,
Highland; Crossroads, Detroit; and Vista Maria, Dearborn Heights; and strengthen our
hearts and hands to be servants of the Good News of Jesus, in fulfillment of your will.
– Silence –

Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer.
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We pray for our congregation in this time of transition that we may be genuine in our
self-reflection, tireless in our commitment, patient in our discernment, loving in our
communion, open in our search, imaginative about our future, and daring in our faith.
– Silence –

Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer.

We thank you, Lord, for the countless blessings of our lives; for homes and church and
loved-ones. For those celebrating birthdays this week, especially Mary Lou Johnstone.
And today we thank God for the pledges of time, talent, energy, and money that
represent our gratitude for blessings past and trust for those still to come. Help us to
honor our commitments with joy and confidence. – Silence –

Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer.

We thank you, Lord, for the example of those who have lived and died faithfully,
lighting a way for those who follow, and others we name…. May we also come to share
in your heavenly kingdom. – Silence-

Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect EOW1

Christ our true and only Light: receive our prayers and illumine the secrets of our
hearts with your healing goodness, that no evil desires may possess us who are made
new in the light of your heavenly grace. Amen.

The Confession of Sin
Celebrant or Deacon
Jesus the light of the world comes to dispel the darkness of our hearts. Therefore, in the
light of Christ, let us honestly confront and confess our sins.

Silence may be kept.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
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The priest pronounces absolution

May the God of love and power forgive you and free you from your sins, heal and
strengthen you by the Holy Spirit, and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of Christ be always with you.
People And also with you.

Let us greet one another - safely - in the Name of Christ!

The Holy Communion
Offertory Sentence
In this time when no physical offering is collected, it is still essential that we remember the
importance of good stewardship to support the mission and ministry of our parish. The best way
to do that right now is through our online giving platform, Realm, accessible through our
website. You can also take a moment now to write out your check to mail to our treasurer if
these electronic means don't work for you.

Offertory Anthem Steal Away to Jesus Traditional African American Spiritual
Public Domain

The Choir

The Great Thanksgiving

Supplemental Eucharistic Prayer 1 from Enriching Our Worship, Vol. 1 (EOW1)

The people remain standing; the Celebrant faces them and sings or says

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is truly right, and good and joyful to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and
fountain of mercy; because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and
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death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in
power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to
behold his appearing.

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every
generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing:

Celebrant and People
Sanctus #S-125 From A Community Mass; Richard Proulx

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

The people may stand or kneel. The Celebrant continues

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us
in your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world
into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful
grace. But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would
not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation,
abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and
prepared the way of salvation for all people.

Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us
from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your
promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made
mortal flesh in Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed
your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil,
opening the way of freedom and life.

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said:

“Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said:

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
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Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation
this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of
our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the
Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world.
Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, that with the
ever-blessed Virgin Mary, blessed George and all your saints, past, present, and yet to
come, we may praise your Name for ever.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.

Celebrant
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People and Celebrant
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. Silence follows.

God of promise, you have prepared a banquet for us.
Happy are those who are called to the Supper of the Lamb.

Fraction Anthem: Eat This Bread
Words and Music - ©1984, Les Presses de Taizé (North America)

Printed & Podcast with permission under ONE LICENSE, License #A-723589.
All rights Reserved.

Eat this bread, drink this cup, come to me and never be hungry.
Eat this bread, drink this cup, trust in me and you will not thirst.
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Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the people of God. God’s holy gifts, for God’s holy people.

The Bread is given to the communicants with these words
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. Amen.

Communion Hymn #73 The King shall come when morning dawns Public Domain  H-82

1. The King shall come when morning dawns and light triumphant breaks;
when beauty gilds the eastern hills and life to joy awakes.

2. Not, as of old, a little child, to bear, and fight, and die,
but crowned with glory like the sun that lights the morning sky.

3. The King shall come when morning dawns and earth's dark night is past;
O haste the rising of that morn, the day that e'er shall last;

4. and let the endless bliss begin, by weary saints foretold,
when right shall triumph over wrong, and truth shall be extolled.

5. The King shall come when morning dawns and light and beauty brings:
Hail, Christ the Lord! Thy people pray, come quickly, King of kings.

The Act of Reception
Those viewing the liturgy from home are invited to pray the Act of Reception to receive
sacramental grace while those assembled receive Communion. 

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where
your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, I long to offer you praise and
thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for
us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory.
I believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this
time receive communion, I pray you to come into my heart.  I unite myself with you
and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and my mind.  Let nothing separate me
from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your glorious
kingdom and unending peace. 
.

Come Lord Jesus, and dwell in my heart in the fullness of your strength; be my
wisdom and guide me in right pathways; conform my life and actions to the image of
your holiness; and, in the power of your gracious might, rule over every hostile power
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that threatens or disturbs the growth of your kingdom, who with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen.

Post Communion Prayer
Let us pray.

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us
as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Advent Blessing
May the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before
your path; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Recessional Hymn #58 Lo, he comes, with clouds descending Public Domain    H-82

1. Lo! he comes with clouds descending, once for our salvation slain;
thousand, thousand saints attending swell the triumph of his train:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ the Lord returns to reign.

2. Every eye shall now behold him, robed in dreadful majesty;
those who set at nought and sold him, pierced, and nailed him to the tree,
deeply wailing, deeply wailing, shall the true Messiah see.

3. Those dear tokens of his passion still his dazzling body bears,
cause of endless exultation to his ransomed worshipers;
with what rapture, with what rapture, gaze we on those glorious scars!

4. Yea, amen! let all adore thee, high on thine eternal throne;
Savior, take the power and glory; claim the kingdom for thine own:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Thou shalt reign, and thou alone.

The Dismissal

Now we are transformed, to be Christ’s hands and heart in this world.
Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.

People Thanks be to God!
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Postlude Lift up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789

All musical selections reprinted with permission of ritesong, unless otherwise noted.  All scripture
passages are taken from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  All
rights reserved.  Used with permission.
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Announcements

Upcoming Events

★ Collection Day – Vista Maria Stocking Stuffers, next Saturday

Have you ever wondered how you can help with the tragic problem of Human
Trafficking, abuse and neglect? This exploitation of girls and boys affects everyone,
sadly even in our own communities (just ask any teacher, law enforcement officer,
or counselor).

On Saturday, Dec. 4, members of St. George’s and the surrounding communities will
host a Collection Day, right here at the church. Suggestions of the items we are
collecting (if you see something on sale, or at the Dollar Store, etc.) are body wash
and lotions, toothbrushes/toothpaste, fuzzy socks, journals (not spiral bound), lip
gloss, coloring books, colored pencils, crayons, glitter gel pens, age appropriate
board games, playing card games (Uno, etc), and craft kits (stickers, jewelry, etc).
We will deliver the items to Vista Maria in early December. Feel free to drop off
donations to the Parish Office in advance or on Dec. 4. Contact Caroline Liebau
734.560.5955 or Lynn at the office.

Volunteer at St. George’s

★ Stewardship Update:

Please return pledge cards and surveys, either by mail or at the Parish Office
(drop off in basket near door), BY NOV. 30.

★ Holiday Outreach:

We will be reaching out to the local community organizations providing extra
support for families this Advent/Christmas season. We will keep you posted via
the e-Blast when we have more details.

★ ECW (Restarting):

This longtime Women’s Church Group is restarting! If you are interested, please
contact Sheila Shuler at 248.684.5854.

★ Mitten Tree Donations:

Our annual Mitten Tree will be up in the Parish Hall soon. Start collecting Hats,
Mittens, Scarves and other cold weather clothing for this local ministry.
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★ Wanted Volunteer Eucharistic Minister / Lector / Tech Support Coordinator:

Do you have what it takes to keep track of who is scheduled? Would you like to
write the schedule? We need your support!  Let one of our Wardens know your
interest or reach out to Lynn in the Parish Office.

★ Crochet for a Cause:  Dec. 1
Meets the first and third Wednesday of each month at 1PM in the Parish Hall.

★ Community Sharing Pantry:

We will continue donating to the Community Sharing pantry. You may drop
off donations at St. George’s.

★ Wanted Altar Guild Members:

If you have an interest in joining this very important and deeply meaningful
ministry of preparing the Altar with its rich symbolism for our Sunday and special
services, please give Caryl VanderRoest a call - 248.506.6819. Joining will involve
only one weekend a month.

★ Wanted:  Choir Volunteers.  Join us for the great music of Advent and Christmas!

Choir rehearsals have resumed every Thursday at 6:45 PM in the Parish Hall.
New high school and adult singers are welcome at every rehearsal. We give on
the job training! The choir sings at the Sunday 10:00 and special Services. For
more information call Mr. Potter at 248.835.7347 or  send him an email at
music@stgeorgesmilford.org.
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